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127th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 103
2007-2008

ABILL

To amend sections 735.29, 743.04, 5321.03, 6103.02,
and 611%.06 cof the Revised Code to limit in
certain cases the amount of unpaid water charges
that may be certified for collection as if it were
a tax lien and to specify for residential rental
premises that failure to pay water charges is

default in rent.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMPLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 735,29, 7432.44, 5321.03, 610
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and 5119.06 of the Revised Code be amended to read as fol W
Sec. 735.28. The board of trustees of public affaire

appointed under section 73%5.28 of the Revised Code =zhall manage,

conduct, and control the waterworks, electric light plants,

artificial or patural gas plants, or other similar public
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utilities, furnish supplies of water, electricity, or gas, co
ali water, electric, and gas rents or charges, and appoint

necessary cfficers, employees, and agents.

The board may make such bylaws and rules as it determines to
be necessary for the safe, economical, and efficient management
and pretection of such works, plants, and public utilities. These
bylaws and rules, when not repugnant to municipal ordirances or to

the constitution or laws of this state, shall have the zame
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validity as ordinances.

For the purpose of paying the expenses of conducting and
managling such waterworks, plants, and public utilities or of
making necessary additions thereto and extensiocns and repairs
thereon, the board may assess a water rent or charge, or a light,
power, gas, or utility rent, of gufficient amount, and in such
manner as 1t determines to be most eguitable, upon all tenements
and premises supplied therewith. When such rents, except water
rents and charges, are not paid when due, the board may certify
them to the county auditor to be placed on the duplicate and
collected as other village taxes, or it may ccllect them by
actiong at law in the name of the village. When water rents or
charges are not paid when due, the bcard may do either or both of

the following, subiject £o the limitation stated below:

(R} Certify them, together with any penalties, to the county
auditor. The county auditor shall places the certified amount on
the real property tax list and duplicate against the property
served by the connection if ke rhe auditor also receives from the
board additional certification that the unpaid rents or charges
have arisen pursuant to a service contract made directly with an

owner who cccupies the property served. The

Fre amount placed on the tax list and duplicate shail be a
lien on the property served from the date placed on the list and
duplicate and shall be collected in the same manner as other
taxes, except that, notwithstanding section 323.15 of the Revised
Ccde, a county treasurer shall accept a pavment in such amount
when geparately tendered as payment for the full amount of such
unpaid watery rents cr charges and associated penalties. The lien
ghall be released immediately upon payment in full of the
certified amount. Any amounts collected by the county treasurer
under this division shall be placed for immediate distribution to

the village, in the appropriate distinct fund established for
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water rents and charges.

{B} Collect them by acticns at law in the name of the village
from an owner, tenant, or other perscn who is liabkle to pay the

rents or charges.

Unpaid water rents and charges and penalties mayvy be certified

to the countv auditor or collected bv actilon at law only in an

amount that iz not less than twenty nor more than two hundred

dollars 1f the water wag provided to an individuslly metered

residential preperty that is not owner-occupied. In all other

cases, uNpaid water rente and charges and pernalties may be

certified to the counry suditor or collected by action at law in

the amount of the unpaid water rents and charges and penalties.

The board shall have the same powers and perfcorm the same
duties as are provided in sections 743.01, 742.05 to 743.07,

7432010, 743,11, 743.18, 743.2

e

, and 735.0% to 735.08 of the
Revised Code, and all powers and duties relating to waterworks in
any of such sections shall extend to and include electric light,
power, and gas plants, and such cther similar public utilities,
and eguch board shall have such other dutles as ave prescribed by

law or ordinance not inconsistent herewith.

Each board that assesses water rents or charges shall
determine the actual amount of rente due based upon an actual
reading of each customer's meter at least once in each three-month
pericd, and at least guarterly the board shall render a bill for
the actual amount shown by the meter reading to be dus, axcept
estimated bills may be rendered if access tc a customer'’'s mebter
was unobtainable for a timely reading. Each board that acssesses
water rents or charges shall establish procedures providing fair
and reascnable opportunity for resolution of billing disputes.

When property to which water service is provided is about to

1

be sold, any party to the sale or &is any party's agent may
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